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Quad City All Breed Horse Association 1 

Articles of Incorporation 2 
 3 
Article I – Name: 4 

The name of this corporation shall be Quad City All Breed Horse Association.  5 
(Here after referred to as the QCABHA). 6 

 7 
Article II – Purpose: 8 

The QCABHA is dedicated to the advancement and promotion of all breeds of horses through a 9 
variety of education, charitable and social equine events. 10 

 11 
Article III – Bylaws: 12 

The membership shall adopt a code of bylaws, consistent with the Articles of Incorporation for 13 
regulating the exercise of its powers and duties, and the functioning of the QCABHA. 14 

 15 
Article IV – Amendments to Bylaws: 16 

Section 1: Proposed changes shall be presented in writing by August of current year to the Board of 17 
Directors (BOD) and Secretary for review. 18 
Section 2: Voting on the amendment shall take place at the next regularly scheduled membership 19 
meeting. Voting cannot take place the day that members receive the proposed amendment. 20 
Section 3: The proposed amendment shall be passed if it receives a majority (51%) favorable vote of 21 
the membership present and voting at the meeting. 22 
Section 4: Questions of procedures not specified herein shall be determined by Robert’s Rules of 23 
Order, edition approved by the Board of Directors and in possession of the Secretary.  24 
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Quad City All Breed Horse Association 25 

Bylaws 26 
 27 
Bylaw I – Membership: 28 

Section 1: Any person is eligible regardless of race, religious orientation, gender, sexual orientation 29 
or disability. He/She shall become a member upon payment of yearly dues. Membership is January 1 30 
to December 31, regardless of when dues are paid. Members may be removed for failure to pay 31 
dues. The QCABHA is a not-for-profit corporation without shares or capital stock. The members of a 32 
corporation shall not be personally liable for any debt or obligation of the corporation. 33 
Section 2: It shall be the responsibility of the member to conduct himself/herself in a manner 34 
upholding the best interests of the club. The member shall promote good sportsmanship among all 35 
horsemen. The corporation may prescribe responsibilities for sustaining club membership. 36 
Section 3: A member shall be allowed to make nominations from the floor for officers and directors. 37 
Nominations will be made at or before the November membership meeting. Any member 19 years 38 
of age or older may hold an office or serve as a non-officer director. 39 
Section 4: A single membership shall be for any adult 19 years of age or older. A single membership 40 
shall be allowed one vote. 41 
Section 5: A family membership is 1 to 2 adults and any youth 18 years and under living in the same 42 
residence. Youth may remain in a family membership until January 1 after their 19th birthday. A 43 
family membership is also 2 co-habitating adults, unless they are parent and an adult child 19 years 44 
of age or older. Each adult member shall have one vote. 45 
Section 6: New members are eligible to vote at the next membership meeting following payment of 46 
dues. 47 
Section 7: Membership fees shall be reviewed annually by the Board of Directors. Any changes shall 48 
be voted on in November at the regular membership meeting. 49 
Section 8: Conflicts will be presented in writing to the Board of Directors and appropriate 50 
Committee Chair, if applicable, within 30 days of the discovery of the conflict in question. The Board 51 
of Directors will notify all parties involved to attempt to resolve the conflict at the committee level. 52 
If the conflict cannot be resolved to all parties’ satisfaction at the committee level, it shall be 53 
referred to the Board of Directors for final resolution.  54 

  55 
Bylaw II – Officers of the QCABHA Board of Directors: 56 

Section 1: Officers shall include President, Vice President, Secretary and Appointed Treasurer. 57 
Section 2: The QCABHA officers (President, Vice President and Secretary) shall be elected for one-58 
year terms by a 51% majority of the membership quorum present. If extraordinary circumstances 59 
delay an election, then the current Officers and Board of Directors will remain the same for one 60 
more year. 61 
Section 3: No President, Vice President or Secretary shall be elected to the same office for more 62 
than three consecutive terms, but any individual having served three full terms may be eligible for 63 
re-election for the same office after an interval of one year. Individuals who are elected to fill an 64 
unexpired term shall be eligible for three terms following the completion of the unexpired term. The 65 
Board of Directors will take action to fill a vacant office that has not been filled by election when a 66 
President, Vice President or Secretary is ineligible for re-election due to serving three consecutive 67 
terms but no one runs for their office. 68 
Section 4: Officers of the QCABHA may be removed by an affirmative vote of two thirds of the 69 
membership of the votes present and voted, either in person or by proxy after being given the 70 
opportunity to be heard. No director shall be removed at a meeting of members entitled to vote 71 
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unless the written notice of such meeting is delivered to all members entitled to vote on removal of 72 
directors. Such notice shall state that a purpose of the meeting is to vote upon the removal of one 73 
or more directors named in the notice. Only the named director or directors may be removed at 74 
such meeting.   75 
Section 5: At the discretion of the BOD, an unexpired term of the President may be filled by the Vice 76 
President or elected by a majority vote of the membership quorum present at any regular 77 
membership meeting.  At the discretion of the BOD, Vice President and Secretary vacancies for 78 
unexpired terms of office may be filled by a majority vote of the membership quorum present at any 79 
regular membership meeting or by BOD appointment. 80 
Section 6: A committee member, director, or officer should abstain from participation in disputes 81 
where their decision could constitute a conflict of interest. 82 

 83 
Bylaw III – Board of Directors: 84 

Section 1: The management for this corporation shall be vested in the Board of Directors (BOD) 85 
which shall take action on all major questions of policy and general plan as prescribed by the 86 
membership. All work of the QCABHA shall be carried on and all the funds of this corporation shall 87 
be used and applied exclusively for exempt purposes within the meaning of 501(c)(4) of the IRS 88 
Code.  89 
Section 2: The Board of Directors shall consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Appointed 90 
Treasurer and four elected adult directors. The BOD shall appoint a qualified treasurer who will 91 
serve a one-year term from January 1 to December 31, each year. The BOD shall vote to fill this 92 
position by simple majority.  93 
Section 3: No more than two immediate family members may sit on the BOD concurrently. Only one 94 
of the two may be an officer. 95 
Section 4: Three QCABHA adult directors shall be elected for three-year terms by a majority of the 96 
membership quorum present and voting at the annual meeting. Elections for the three, three-year 97 
director positions shall be staggered with one position elected each year. Three-year term directors 98 
are not limited on consecutive terms.  99 
Section 5: Each year, one adult director shall be elected for a one-year term by a majority of the 100 
membership quorum present and voting at the annual meeting. BOD may fill a vacancy for an 101 
unexpired three-year director position with the one-year term director. The BOD may fill an 102 
unexpired, vacant, one-year director position. The one-year term director is not limited on 103 
consecutive terms. 104 
Section 6: Any Director may be removed as described in Bylaw II, Section 4. 105 
Section 7: The Directors shall receive no compensation for their services, but may be reimbursed for 106 
pre-approved expenses incurred in the performance of authorized duties. All non-budgeted items 107 
must be Board pre-approved. 108 
Section 8: An audit shall be conducted at the direction of the BOD after the fiscal year closing of the 109 
books for the previous year as necessary for internal control of club funds (balances, deposits and 110 
disbursements). If the BOD directs a self-audit, it shall be conducted by individuals who do not have 111 
access to the funds being audited. 112 
Section 9: Meetings of the board of directors shall be held upon direction of the President or Vice 113 
President.  At any BOD meeting, 5 members shall constitute a quorum. No business can be 114 
conducted in the absence of a quorum. Directors may participate in and act at any meeting through 115 
the use of a conference telephone or other communications equipment by means of which all 116 
persons participating in the meeting can communicate with each other. The act of the majority of 117 
the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the board of 118 
directors. No director may act by proxy on any matter. 119 
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Section 10:  Any action required by statute to be taken at a meeting of the BOD or any other action 120 
which may be taken at a meeting of the BOD may be taken without a meeting if a consent in writing, 121 
setting forth the action so taken, shall be approved in writing by all of the directors. 122 
Section 11: Any BOD or Officer shall be removed from office following three unexcused absences 123 
from regularly scheduled BOD meetings. Vacancies shall be filled according to Bylaw II, Section 5, or 124 
Bylaw III, Section 5. 125 
Section 12: The BOD shall authorize by resolution changes in the registered office and/or registered 126 
agent and file with the Illinois Secretary of State. 127 
Section 13: The BOD shall oversee filing of annual and/or other reports required by Illinois statutes 128 
or IRS regulations to maintain: Illinois good standing as an Illinois not-for-profit corporation, Illinois 129 
statutes on charitable solicitation compliance, retain federal and Illinois income tax-exempt status 130 
and Illinois sales tax exemption (if applicable).. 131 
Section 14: No director or officer serving without compensation, other than reimbursement for 132 
actual expenses, of a corporation organized under statute and exempt from taxation pursuant to 133 
Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, shall be liable, and no cause of 134 
action may be brought, for damages resulting from the exercise of judgment or discretion in 135 
connection with the duties or responsibilities of such director or officer unless the act or omission 136 
involved willful or wanton conduct. 137 
Section 15: The QCABHA will indemnify any director who was or is a party, or is threatened to be 138 
made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, 139 
criminal, administrative or investigative (other than an action by or in the right of the corporation) 140 
by reason of the fact that he or she is or was a director or officer of the QCABHA against expenses 141 
(including attorneys' fees), judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement actually and reasonably 142 
incurred by such person in connection with such action, suit or proceeding, if such person acted in 143 
good faith and in a manner he or she reasonably believed to be in, or not opposed to, the best 144 
interests of the corporation, and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no 145 
reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful. Provisions of the statute will be 146 
followed. 147 

 148 
Bylaw IV – Meetings: 149 

Section 1: There shall be an annual meeting of the QCABHA to be held in November on the date and 150 
at the time and place the BOD designates. 151 
Section 2: At any meeting, members holding one-tenth of the votes entitled to be cast on a matter, 152 
represented in person or by proxy, shall constitute a quorum for consideration of such matter at a 153 
meeting of members. If a quorum is present, the affirmative vote of a majority (51% ) of the votes 154 
present and voted, either in person or by proxy, shall be the act of the members. 155 
Section 3: In addition to the annual meeting, BOD will decide if other membership meeting(s) shall 156 
be held at the time and place designated by the BOD. 157 
Section 4: Special meetings of the corporation shall be convened only after the request of five (5) 158 
club members has been made to the President or Board member. 159 
Section 5: When a special meeting is called, the business conducted at the meeting shall be confined 160 
to the stated purpose for the meeting. All Board members and officers shall be notified. 161 
Section 6: The President may vote only to break ties. 162 
Section 7: A member entitled to vote may vote in person or by proxy executed in writing by the 163 
member or by that member's duly authorized attorney-in-fact. No proxy shall be valid after 11 164 
months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided in the proxy.  165 
Section 8: QCABHA members entitled to vote will not be permitted to participate in and act at any 166 
meeting through the use of a conference telephone or interactive technology, including but not 167 
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limited to electronic transmission, Internet usage, or remote communication, by means of which all 168 
persons participating in the meeting can communicate with each other. QCABHA does not have the 169 
means to provision this participation. 170 
Section 9: Any action required by the statute to be taken at any annual or special meeting of the 171 
members entitled to vote, or any other action which may be taken at a meeting of the members 172 
entitled to vote, may be taken by ballot without a meeting in writing by mail, e-mail, or any other 173 
electronic means. Members entitled to vote will be given the opportunity to vote for or against the 174 
proposed action. The action receives approval by a majority (51%) of the members casting votes, or 175 
such larger number as may be required by the statute, the articles of incorporation, or the bylaws, 176 
provided that the number of members casting votes would constitute a quorum if such action had 177 
been taken at a meeting. Voting must remain open for not less than 5 days from the date the ballot 178 
is delivered. However, in the case of a removal of one or more directors or a dissolution the voting 179 
must remain open for not less than 20 days from the date the ballot is delivered. 180 
Section 10: Proposed amendments to the articles of Incorporation shall be submitted to a vote at a 181 
meeting of members entitled to vote. The meeting may be either an annual or a special meeting. 182 
The BOD shall adopt a resolution setting forth the proposed amendments to be submitted to the 183 
vote. QCABHA may amend its articles of incorporation at any time and from time to time to add a 184 
new provision or to change or remove an existing provision, provided that the articles as amended 185 
contain only such provisions as are required or permitted in the original articles of incorporation at 186 
the time of amendment. The articles must contain all provisions required by statute ((805 ILCS105/) 187 
General Not for Profit Corporation Act of 1986, Section 102.10, except names and addresses of the 188 
initial directors may be omitted and the names of the initial registered agent or the address of the 189 
initial registered office may be omitted. The BOD shall follow statute requirements for executing and 190 
filing articles of amendment to the articles of incorporation with the Illinois Secretary of State. 191 
 192 

Bylaw V – Duties of Officers: 193 
Section 1: Duties of the President shall be: 194 
Principal executive office of the QCABHA. Preside over all club meetings and board meetings. 195 
He/She may sign with the Secretary or any other proper officer of the QCABHA authorized by the 196 
membership any deeds, mortgages, bonds, contracts or other instruments, which the QCABHA 197 
membership had authorized to be executed. Except in cases where the signing and execution 198 
thereof shall be expressly delegated by the membership of the bylaws or by statue to some other 199 
officer or agent of the QCABHA. In general he/she shall perform such other duties as may be 200 
prescribed by the membership. The President may appoint a Sergeant of Arms for any QCABHA 201 
sponsored event that has the power to settle disagreements in the absence of the President or a 202 
horse show judge. 203 
Section 2: Duties of the Vice President shall be: 204 
In the absence of the President, or in the event of his/her inability or refusal to act, the Vice 205 
President shall perform the duties of the President and when so acting shall have all the powers of 206 
and be subject to all restriction upon the President. Perform such other duties as may be assigned to 207 
him/her by the membership. 208 
Section 3: Duties of the Treasurer shall be: 209 
Have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities of the QCABHA. Receive 210 
and give receipts for monies, due and payable to the QCABHA in such banks, trust companies, or 211 
other depositories as approved by the QCABHA BOD in conjunction with the Treasurer’s requests. 212 
Keep a ledger of all monies, securities and items of value paid by date of payment, amount and 213 
reason and recipient. Provide a complete status of the treasury report at each regular meeting 214 
including payments by name and amount and total fiscal posture of the treasury. Provide a 215 
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projected year-end audit report of all receipts and expenditures incurred during his/her term of 216 
office, which shall be presented at the annual November meeting. Perform all duties as may be 217 
assigned to him/her by the membership. The President and/or Vice President and/or Treasurer shall 218 
have the ability to sign corporate checks. 219 
Section 4: Duties of the Secretary shall be: 220 
Keep minutes of all Membership and BOD meetings. See that all notices are duly given in accordance 221 
with the provisions of the bylaws or as required by law. Be custodian of the QCABHA records, the 222 
execution of which on behalf of the QCABHA is duly authorized in accordance with the provisions of 223 
the bylaws. Keep a register of the post office address of each member, which shall be furnished to 224 
the Secretary by such member. Notify all members of meetings and activities. Notify members dues  225 
are delinquent after January 1. Perform all duties incident to the office the Secretary and such other 226 
duties as assigned to him/her by the membership. Newsletter duties are not included in the primary 227 
responsibilities of the Secretary. 228 

 229 
Bylaw VI – Duties of Committees: 230 

Section 1: Committees may not exercise the authority of the BOD. 231 
Section 2: Guidelines for the committees, if any, shall be prepared by the committees and approved 232 
annually by the BOD within which committees shall function. All committee guidelines will be 233 
provided as needed to members. 234 
Section 3: All expenditures shall be pre-approved by the BOD through the annual budget process or 235 
at a BOD meeting. 236 

 237 
Bylaws VII – QCABHA Sponsored Events: 238 

Section 1:  Members will be notified of all meetings in advance. Written notice stating the place, 239 
date and time of the meeting and, in the case of a special meeting, the purpose or purposes for 240 
which the meeting is called, shall be delivered not less than 5 nor more than 60 days before the date 241 
of the meeting to members entitled to vote as of the date of record fixed by the BOD. In the case of 242 
a removal of one or more directors or of dissolution notice will be not less than 20 nor more than 60 243 
days before the date of the meeting to each member of record entitled to vote at such meeting.  244 
Section 2: The organization of rules governing QCABHA activities shall be determined by a majority 245 
(51%) vote of the membership present at meetings with a quorum, if a notice has been given in 246 
writing and voted on at the meeting, except where the statute dictates other conditions. 247 
Section 3: The QCABHA will sponsor education and community related activities in compliance with 248 
the rules governing our non-profit status. 249 

 250 
Bylaw VIII – Exhibitor Rules: 251 

Section 1: The QCABHA rulebook will be used at all QCABHA horse shows. 252 
 253 
Bylaw IX – Dissolution: 254 

Section 1: Fund and Property: Should the QCABHA be dissolved, the property shall be sold, all debts 255 
paid, and any funds remaining in the treasury and held for a charitable, religious, eleemosynary, 256 
benevolent, educational or similar use will be distributed to one or more 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) 257 
organizations engaged either in activities substantially similar to those of the QCABHA or in activities 258 
QCABHA has historically supported. Distribution shall be pursuant to a plan of distribution adopted 259 
as provided in the statute and for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of the Internal 260 
Revenue Code or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. All members must be 261 
notified by certified mail and/ or email prior to the next scheduled meeting and any such decision 262 
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must be approved by a majority (51%) of the voting membership present at the meeting for which 263 
there is a quorum. 264 
Section 2: Dissolution the QCABHA may be authorized by a vote of members entitled to vote in the 265 
following manner: 266 
    (a) The board of directors shall adopt a resolution, which may be with or without their 267 
recommendation, proposing that the corporation be dissolved voluntarily, and directing that the 268 
question of such dissolution be submitted to a vote at a meeting of members entitled to vote on 269 
dissolution, if any, which may be either an annual or special meeting. 270 
    (b) Written notice stating that the purpose, or one of the purposes, of the meeting is to consider 271 
the voluntary dissolution of the corporation, shall be given to each member entitled to vote on 272 
dissolution within the time and in the manner provided in the statute for the giving of notice of 273 
meetings of members. If such meeting be an annual meeting, such purpose may be included in the 274 
notice of such annual meeting.  275 
    (c) At such meeting a vote of the members entitled to vote on dissolution shall be taken on the 276 
resolution to dissolve voluntarily the corporation. The resolution shall be adopted by receiving the 277 
affirmative vote of at least  51% of the votes present and voted either in person or by proxy at a 278 
meeting for which there is a quorum. As allowed by the statute, these bylaws of the QCABHA 279 
supersede the two-thirds vote requirement of the statute by specifying not less than majority (51%) 280 
of the votes. 281 
 282 

Bylaw IX – Fiscal year: 283 
Section 1: The QCABHA fiscal year is the calendar year, running from January 1 until December 31.   284 
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ADOPTION OF BYLAWS 285 
 286 
ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the membership vote on this 287 
 __19___ day of __May_2023_. 288 
 289 
By electronic signature – see last page 290 
________________________________________ 291 
Sue Larkin - President QCABHA 292 
 293 
By electronic signature – see last page 294 
________________________________________ 295 
ATTEST: Kathy Brenneman Secretary – QCABHA 296 
 297 
 298 
 299 
 300 
For reference only: 301 
 302 
Bylaws revisions included review of Illinois’ law (805 ILCS 105/) General Not For Profit 303 
Corporation Act of 1986 (P.A. 84-1423). 304 
 305 
Quad City All Breed Horse Association was incorporated in Illinois on May 20, 1982,  306 
as a not-for-profit domestic corporation with a perpetual duration and is recorded as  307 
file number 52739225. 308 
Source: Illinois Secretary of State official website corporation search 309 
 310 
The 1986 act repealed the "General Not for Profit Corporation Act", approved July 17, 1943, as 311 
amended. 312 
  313 
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 314 


