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General Rules 
 
EXHIBITION: 
1. The Quad City All Breed Horse Association is not liable for any accidents, theft, or losses incurred as a result of 

participation in or being at our shows or any other QCABHA activities. 
2. Any exceptions to these rules needed by an exhibitor because of injury or disability must be cleared by the judge 

through the show committee representative of the day. 
3. A youth exhibitor is an individual who has not reached his/her 19th birthday as of January 1 of the current compe-

tition year.  Persons born on January 1 assume the greater age on the date.  Peewee is an individual who has not 
reached his/her 11th birthday by January 1 of the current competition year.   

4. No youth exhibitor may exhibit a stallion.  A stallion is considered to be an intact male equine, 1 year of age as of 
the January 1 proceeding his first birthday. 

5. Any horse deemed lame will be excused from its class and will not be allowed to compete further that day. 
6. Any exhibitor not promptly at the gate for the start of his/her class may be disqualified from that class except in 

the event of tack changes.  Any exhibitor needing tack changes between classes is to notify the entry booth at the 
time of sign-up.  There will be up to a three-minute delay for tack changes only if the exhibitor is in two consecu-
tive classes. 

7. Once the gate has been closed, the class is considered to be complete.  Horses and exhibitors that are in the class 
at this time are the ones to be judged.  The gate will remain closed until the class has been judged. 

8. Entry fees will be refunded only in the case of an injury to or illness of horse or rider. 
9. Entry fees will not be refunded in case of bad weather unless the show is cancelled. 
10. Exhibitors must have their exhibitor number displayed on their back or on both sides of the saddle in order to be 

judged in the class.  In driving classes the number may be displayed on the back of the rig or on exhibitors back. 
11. Exhibitors must have entry card completed and entered prior to the class in which entered.  
 
CONDUCT: 
1. Person(s) disrupting the show and/or classes will be removed from the show and grounds, forfeiting any entry fees 

already paid.  Safety and ring etiquette is required in all classes.  Repeat offenders will be banned.  A. Any exhibi-
tor/attend displaying deliberate behavior causing disruption will be removed from the class or showgrounds.  A 
representative of QCABHA will be monitoring the situation and if necessary, appropriate law authorities will be 
called. 

2. Persons using profanity to the extent that they cause disruption on the show grounds can expect disciplinary ac-
tions to be taken by the show committee.  Consequences will be decided at that time at the discretion of the show 
committee. 

3. Cruelty to, or the abuse of, any horse by any person at a Quad City All Breed Horse Association event is forbid-
den and penalizes the offender. The board of directors must bar violators from further competition for the remain-
der of the event. Any participation in future QCABHA activities may be jeopardized.  Violators will forfeit all 
entry fees, and will be reported to proper humane organizations.  The show committee reserves the right to decide 
upon the acts that constitute abuse. 

4. There will be no teasing of, or covering of, any mares at a QCABHA activity. Stallions must be handled by person 
18 years and over. 

5. Alcoholic beverages are not permitted at QCABHA sponsored events. 
 
JUDGES: 
1. The show committee reserves the right to dismiss any judge for repetitive violations of the QCABHA rules. 
2. All breeds of horses shall be judged equally according to the standards of their breeds, disregarding any personal 

prejudices toward a breed or color. 
3. It is the responsibility of the judge to duly penalize violators of these rules and uphold the rules of the QCABHA 

rulebook; therefore, all judges’ decisions are final. 
4. There will be no communication between the judge and any exhibitor except through the designated show com-

mittee representative for the day.  This is not to question the integrity of the judge, but is to protect the reputation 
and integrity of both the QCABHA and the show committee.  Persons at the entry booth will be more than happy 
to put you in touch with the show steward in a timely manner. 

5. Judges hired for a QCABHA event should not be a current or past member and should not live within 50 miles of 
the show location. 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
ATTIRE: 
1. The exhibitor and horse should have a neat, clean and well-groomed appearance. 
2. Shorts, t-shirts, spaghetti straps or open toed shoes are not appropriate attire. 
3. Management may, at its discretion, bar any entry or person from competing if not suitably dressed to appear before an 

audience. 
4. Any exhibitor with a horse, whose breed requires a variation of the suggested attire, should dress according to their indi-

vidual breed specifications. 
5. The Novice classes, and Novice classes ONLY, are exempt from the rules for attire so that these exhibitors may begin 

showing without a large investment in show clothes.  However, no tennis shoes without heels, halter tops, spaghetti 
straps, shorts or other unsafe attire may be worn. 

6. At judges discretion, coats, hat, chaps may be excused due to heat, humidity, rain, etc. 
7. Exhibitors not following these rules for attire may be penalized or disqualified. 
8. ASTM-SEI helmets required on all Youth exhibitors during warm-up and while in the arena unless a waiver is signed.  

Helmets will also be required while driving in any of the speed events. 
 
HALTER ATTIRE: 
1. Western:  Suggested appropriate attire for persons exhibiting a western type horse at halter is a long-sleeved shirt or 

blouse with a collar, jeans or slacks, shoes or boots and Western hat or helmet (jackets optional).  Chaps and spurs are 
prohibited. 

2. English:  Suggested appropriate attire for persons exhibiting an English type horse at halter is a pair of dress slacks with 
a long-sleeved dress shirt or blouse, shoes or any English type boot, Hunt seat or Saddleseat attire and helmet. 

 
PERFORMANCE ATTIRE: 
1. Western:  Suggested appropriate attire for a person exhibiting a western type horse in performance is a long-sleeved 

shirt or blouse with collar, jeans or slacks, western hat or helmet and boots (with appropriate heels), chaps and spurs op-
tional. 

2. English:  Suggested appropriate attire for persons exhibiting and English type horse in performance is a hunt coat of tra-
ditional huntseat style and conservative color (not white breeches), breeches or jodhpur pants, tall English boots or jodh-
pur boots, and a tie or choker.  Hair should be neat and contained.  An ASTM-SEI certified helmet MUST be worn at all 
times while jumping your hunter hack horse (this includes warm up areas and in competition arena). 

3. Saddleseat:  Suggested attire for exhibition of a Saddleseat horse in performance is a Kentucky type saddle suit or day 
coat, appropriate Saddleseat style hat, jodhpur boots and a tie with or without the tie tack.  Evening formal attire should 
be reserved for exhibition after 6 p.m. 

4. Driving:  Suggested attire for a pleasure or obstacle driving exhibitor is to be neatly attired with a long sleeve shirt or 
blouse and dress slacks (women also have the option of a skirt and blouse or dress), hat and boots.  A coat, tie, gloves or 
lap robe all present a polished and professional appearance but are not required.  A driving whip is required in the whip 
keeper or in hand during competition.  Excessive whip users will be excused from the class and disqualified.  An ASTM-
SEI certified helmet MUST be worn at all times while performing in any of the driving timed events. 

 
EQUIPMENT: 
1. Persons not following these rules for equipment may be penalized or disqualified. 
2. Novice Classes and Novice Classes Only, are exempt from the equipment rules to allow these exhibitors to start showing 

without having to make a large investment in show tack.  However, all tack and equipment must be safe and in good re-
pair.  See Novice rules. 

3. Optional tack requires the use of a saddle and bridle.  Refer to your breed standards for guidance. 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
HALTER: 
1. Western:  Suggested equipment for persons exhibiting a western type horse at halter is any western type halter that is 

neat and clean and in good repair.  Rope halters are not allowed.  Silver show halters are permitted but will not count 
over non-silver halters that are neat and clean and in good repair. 

2. English:  Suggested equipment for person exhibiting an English type horse at halter is an English style halter, a 
Huntseat bridle, or a Saddleseat bridle.  See individual descriptions below for bridles.  A whip no longer than 6 feet 
including the length of the lash is optional. 

 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Western:  Suggested equipment for a horse exhibited as a western performance horse is a western saddle, western 

style shank bit, a snaffle or bosal.  Silver equipment will not count over good working equipment without silver.  
Horses five years and younger may be shown in a snaffle, bosal, or western style bit.  Horse six years and older will be 
shown only in a western style shank bit.  Riders using a shank bit, junior or senior horse, will rein their horse with 
only one hand (unless their breed standard allows two handed usage with a shanked bit, i.e. TWH).  Any exhibitor 
consistently reining a horse two-handed in a shank bit will be disqualified.  Optional equipment includes coiled rope 
and/or hobbles attached to the saddle and breast collar. 

2. Huntseat:  Suggested equipment for a horse exhibited as an English Huntseat pleasure horse should be shown in a 
hunting or forward seat type saddle.  Acceptable bits for the Huntseat horse are the English snaffles (no shank), Pel-
ham (two reins must be used), and Kimberwicks, used with a full bridle with cavesson noseband and plain leather 
brow bands.  Optional equipment includes breast collar, spurs and whip or crop. 

3. Saddleseat:  Suggested equipment for a horse exhibited as Saddleseat pleasure horses should use a flat type English 
style saddle, no forward seat saddles.  Bridles shall be full Weymouth with a two bit set up (snaffle and curb) or a Pel-
ham with a brow band and two reins.  No bit converters.  Whips and spurs are optional. 

 
GAITS: 
All gaits should be performed willingly, with a pleasant attitude, obvious ease, cadence, balance, and smoothness.  All 
horses are to be judged according to the specifications of their breed and must meet class eligibility requirements.  All  
horses shall be judged equally regardless of their breed or color.   
 
The gaits will be judged as follows: 
1. Walk:  A natural, flat-footed, four-beat gait.  The horse must move alertly, smoothly, straight and true, with a stride 

length appropriate for size of the horse. 
2. Trot or Jog:  A smooth, ground covering two-beat straight, balanced gait.  The English trot should be a more energet-

ic and upbeat trot.  Extreme speed to be penalized. 
3. Extended Trot:  A faster and stronger trot with a powerful, lengthened, reaching stride.  It should have moderate col-

lection with little exaggeration in action. 
4. Canter or Lope:  An easy, relaxed, rhythmical, three-beat gait.  Horses should use the correct lead for which they are 

traveling.  The horse should move with a natural, smooth and relaxed stride. 
5. Hand Gallop:  A definite lengthening of the stride with a definite difference in speed.  The horse should be under 

control and able to pull up. 
6. Tennessee Walking Horse:  In all gaits, the horse should place its feet in a straight line without weaving or swaying 

and the rider should not move in the saddle.  The flat-foot walk involves the horse’s feet hitting the ground one at a 
time, in rhythmic fashion, while the head nods with each step.  The running walk is a faster paced gait and is basical-
ly an accelerated version of the flat-foot walk.  It should be smooth, gliding gait executed with a loose ease of move-
ment pulling with the fore feet and pushing and driving with the rear.  There should be a smooth difference in the rate 
of speed between the flat walk and the running walk, but a GOOD running walk should never sacrifice proper form for 
excessive speed.  The Canter also known as a rocking chair canter is a high and rolling movement, involving tremen-
dous form, portraying the true form of the TWH.  (Referenced from the Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders and Ex-
hibitors Association). 

7. Missouri Fox Trotters:  The MFT has three natural gaits, the flat-foot walk, fox trot and canter.  The correct flat-foot 
walk is a lateral four beat gait in which each foot is picked up and set down in an even cadence.  The rear end move-
ment should be smooth and close to the ground.  Each stride should reach forward and slide in as it is set down, over-
striding the track of the front foot.  The tail should set still and flow in the walk.  The Fox Trot will be performed in a 
stylish, collected manner by walking in front and trotting behind with reach in each stride (front and rear).  The back 
feet must exhibit a sliding action in order to keep the beat of the gait.  The horse will carry its head slightly elevated 
having as much rhythmic head motion as possible.  The head motion should always be in time with the movement of 
the feet and the ears should be relaxed.  The tail will be carried naturally elevated and should be in rhythm to the fox 
trot beat.  The natural rhythm of the horse starts at the tip of the nose and goes back to the tip of the tail in one contin-
uous motion.  The Canter is a broken three beat gait which should be performed in a collected manner.  The rocking 
chair canter allows the horse to have a showy head movement.  The head will reach its highest point when the outside 
rear foot hits the ground and the lowest point when the inside front foot hits the ground (Reprinted from official rules 
for judging and exhibiting the Missouri Fox Trotting Horse). 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
GAITS: (Continued) 
8. Paso Fino:  The Pleasure Gaits are to demonstrate a more relaxed manner of movement which would be suitable for 

trail or pleasure riding, and for this reason, manners and obedience of the horse are particularly important, and any 
indication of bad manners shall be heavily penalized.  Little or no restraint should be used thus making the rider ap-
pear to be relaxed and enjoying themselves.  Gait transitions should be smooth, relaxed and willing, with a pleasant, 
calm and obedient attitude.  Paso’s may also be ridden in Performance gaits, in which the horse would be well collect-
ed, appearing eager and willing to move out, demonstrating pride, style and elegance.  In this gait the horse should 
combine style and spirit along with obedience and good manners.  The horse should move out willingly and stand 
quietly when requested.  The Paso Flat Walk is a true evenly spaced four-beat lateral gait rhythm, executed with a 
moderate collection and extension.  Head carriage is natural and relaxed.  The Paso Corto-Pleasure is a smooth, 
evenly spaced four-beat lateral gait rhythm, executed with moderate extension and mild collection.  Forward speed is 
ground covering but unhurried.  Movements should be fluid, willing, relaxed, balanced and free moving.  Head car-
riage is natural and relaxed.  The Paso Largo is a smooth, evenly spaced four-beat lateral gait, fluid and rapid, show-
ing no tendency to labor or become “strung out”.  Collection is mild.  Both extension and rapidness of cadence must 
be maintained at all times, and loss of cadence, form or smoothness due to excessive speed shall be penalized. 

 
GENERAL RULES FOR CLASSES 
1. All horses should carry their heads in a collection appropriate for their breed, relaxed, taking into consideration the 

conformation of each horse, with a horse carrying the points of the ears no lower than its withers. 
2. Light Breed/Stock Type Horses.  Exhibitors must consistently show horses in either light or stock classes throughout 

the show.  Horses exhibited in light horse are not eligible for stock type classes as well as horses exhibited in stock 
type classes are not eligible for light breed classes. 

3. In any class, the judge or show committee has the authority to have removed any piece of equipment, which in their 
opinion is unsafe, would tend to give a horse an unfair advantage or be inhumane. 

4. No piece of equipment may be used to either tie a horse’s head or mouth in a desired position, such as a tie-down or 
martingale (with the exception of driving horses, etc.) or dropped noseband. 

5. Any horse that appears to be sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or overly tired, shall be penalized. 
6. If horses’ behavior causes disruption in the line-up or during rail work, the rider can be asked to leave the arena at the 

judge’s discretion. 
7. Junior horses are horses five years old and younger as of January 1 of the year.  They may be ridden with a snaffle bit, 

bosal, jacquima, shank bit or appropriate bit or headgear for their breed.  Junior horses may be ridden with two hands 
unless a shank bit is used; in which case it must be ridden consistently with one hand or disqualified. 

 
CLASSES: 
1. Halter:  The judge shall make an individual examination of all horses they are showing.  Each exhibitor shall dress 

appropriately for the breed and type of horse that is being shown individually. Each horse will be evaluated individu-
ally on their way of going and conformation according to  breed specifications, and judged fairly without prejudice as 
to breed or color. 

2. Showmanship at Halter:  This class is judged on the exhibitor’s ability to show his/her horse to its best advantage.  
The horse is a prop to help showcase the showman’s abilities.  Emphasis is placed on the exhibitor’s body position in 
relation to the horse, judge and form presentation of the animal.  Exhibitors will be judged on the neat, clean and well 
groomed appearance of themselves and their horses.  This is an optional tack class, so exhibitors should be dressed 
appropriately for the breed of horse and style of riding.  
Faults in Showmanship are as follows: 
A. Tightly coiled or rolled lead shank; 
B. Walking on the right side of the horse when leading; 
C. Obstructing the judges view of the horse; 
D. Touching the horse to position it; 
E. Turning the horse the wrong way or not pivoting on the hindquarters; 
F. Failure to correct the horses faulty position; 
G. Crowding or conversation with other exhibitors; 
H. Overshowing, undue fussing or loud commands; 
I. Forcing the judge to move to avoid being bumped or stepped on; 
J. Discourteous or unsportsmanslike behavior; 
K. Improper fitting of or unsafe equipment. 

3. Performance:  All horses will be worked both directions in the ring according to the class specification regarding 
gait.  The extended trot or hand gallop may be called for in any class with the exception of Junior Horse Pleasure or 
those classes open to gaited horses, at the judge’s discretion.  The entire class or just the finalists will be asked to back 
up. 

 
All patterns should be worked up by the judge, keeping in mind that time is an important factor.  Any pattern work should 
be posted at least one (1) hour before the class.  Peewee Showmanship at Halter:  This class will follow general show-
manship rules and guidelines.  May have pattern in Peewee Showmanship at Halter. 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
CLASSES (Continued) 
4. Lead-Line Equitation:  For youth eight (8) years and younger to be led by a person 14 years or older.  Riders must 

exhibit some knowledge of equitation.  The class should enter the ring at a flat walk and will be worked at a walk both 
directions of the ring.  In the line-up the judge may ask the riders to back their horses to determine their horsemanship 
skills, so the walkers cannot assist with the back-up.  The walker is only there to keep the horse under control.  The rider 
should be judged on his/her position in the saddle, hand, leg, seat and back positions.  The rider should be ready to an-
swer any questions that the judge may ask about tack and /or their horses.  For reasons of safety, it is strongly recom-
mended that riders use a saddle that fits, especially the stirrup length. Halters should be on the horse and under the bri-
dle. No stallions are allowed in the lead-line class.  

5. Walk/Whoa: For youth eight (8) years and younger.  Riders must exhibit some knowledge of equitation.  The class 
should enter the ring at a flat walk and will be worked at a walk both directions of the ring.  In the line-up the judge may 
ask the riders to back their horses to determine their horsemanship skills. The walker shall remain in the middle of the 
arena to assist only if necessary.  The rider should be judged on his/her position in the saddle, hand, leg, seat and back 
positions.  The rider should be ready to answer any questions that the judge may ask about tack and /or their horses.  For 
reasons of safety, it is strongly recommended that riders use a saddle that fits, especially the stirrup length. Halters 
should be on the horse and under the bridle. No stallions are allowed in the lead-line class.  

6. Open Single Driving:  The competitor may use any style of driving rig and harness if it is in good repair.  Horses will 
be judged at the walk, trot/intermediate gait, extended gait and will be asked to back up.  This class should be judged on 
the horse’s style, responsiveness and obedient way of going.  The overall neatness of the rig, harness and driver shall 
also be taken into consideration.  A whip is mandatory equipment and can be kept in the whip keeper or in-hand.  Open 
Driving classes may be split at the discretion of show committee the day of exhibition. 

7. Obstacle Driving:  All of the same basic rules of open driving apply to obstacle driving with the addition that the exhib-
itor and rig must maneuver around designated obstacles with the horse being responsive, obedient and calm while trav-
eling at a comfortable gait.  The horse will be penalized for any obstacles knocked down or refused, with two refusals 
mandating a score of “0”.  A whip in hand while driving is optional (see Open Single Driving for whip specification).  
Youth drivers 12 years and younger must be accompanied by an adult.  Overall neatness of rig and driver should be con-
sidered.  The course will be posted at least one (1) hour before the class. 

8. Speed/Timed Driving Classes: All of the same basic rules of open driving apply to obstacle driving with the addition 
that the exhibitor and rig must maneuver around cones or barrels with the horse being responsive, obedient and calm 
while traveling at a comfortable gait.  A whip in hand while driving is optional (see Open Single Driving for whip speci-
fication).  Youth drivers 12 years and younger must be accompanied by an adult.  Overall neatness of rig and driver 
should be considered.  An ASTM-SEI approved helmet MUST be worn during the speed driving events while in the 
arena. 

9. Trail Class:  The class will consist of no less than five (5) obstacles and no more than eight (8) obstacles.  Horses and 
riders should be neat and clean with a well turned out appearance.  Judging will be based on the horse’s responsiveness 
to cues and willingness to navigate the obstacles.  A horse may be used only once per show in each trail class. 
Obstacles may include: 

A. Sidepass 
B. Bridge 
C. Backing of some kind 
D. Gate 
E. Pivots and precision maneuvers 
F. Mailbox (firmly mounted) 
G. Rain slicker 
H. Carrying an object from one place to another 
I. Drag or pull an object 
J. Trot poles 

 
Backing may be done around barrels, through rails in an “L” shape (28” between poles), in a back and forth pattern over 
poles to include turns on the forehand and the hind, etc. 
 
The judge has the right and duty to alter the course in any manner or to remove any obstacle he/she deems unsafe.  All 
courses and obstacles are to be constructed with safety in mind to eliminate any accidents.  All western horses will be 
ridden one handed except Junior horses ridden in a snaffle or bosal.  English horses may be ridden two-handed.  The 
judge can excuse a horse for exhibiting unsafe behavior or consistently refusing obstacles..  Points will be counted on 
each obstacle.  A horse is required to move to the next obstacle after two refusals.  The course should be posted at least 
one hour before the class begins. 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
CLASSES (Continued) 
10. Novice Classes:  All novice classes will be judged while keeping in mind that these classes are there to help teach inex-

perienced persons how to show and to provide young and green horses a place to get accustomed to the show ring.  
Please be respectful of this class and its intentions to encourage Novice Horses/Riders.  This is based on the honor sys-
tem.  While it is recommended that the persons showing in these classes should dress in appropriate attire and use rec-
ommended tack, it is not required.  Therefore, these persons should not be penalized for the appointments.  Senior hors-
es may be ridden two-handed with shankless bit only in these classes since these are schooling classes. 

 Riding Two-Handed in a shanked snaffle bit is not allowed.  Exceptions to this rule will include gaited horses whose 
breed standards allow riding two handed with a shanked bit.  Refer to your breed AHSA standard.  To ride in novice 
classes, the horse and rider combination may not have had two (2) previous first place wins at any show including non-
QCABHA shows.  The novice division has been divided into two categories: Novice Walk/Trot and Novice Pleasure.  
Two wins in a novice walk/trot will not exclude the rider from the novice pleasure classes.  Two wins in a pleasure class 
will exclude a horse rider combination from all walk/trot and pleasure novice classes in that discipline.  Two wins in 
Novice English classes does not exclude the exhibitor from participating in Novice Western classes or vice-versa.  Ex-
hibitors can show in Novice Showmanship and Novice Trail until horse/rider combination wins twice in each class. 

11. Western Horsemanship:  This class is judged on the exhibitor’s ability to ride western (stock seat) correctly.  Exhibi-
tors should be attired in clothing appropriate for their breed, with a neat, clean well-turned out appearance.  The judging 
will be done on the rider’s ability to handle their horse while maintaining proper foot, hand and seat positions.  The rider 
should appear comfortable and relaxed, with his/her arms and hands in a relaxed natural position.  Excessive movement 
should be penalized.  Riders should sit the trot and be close to the saddle in the lope.  Reins are to be carried in one 
hand, unless a romal rein is used, with reasonable bit contact and orderly excess rein. Horses 5 years and under may be 
shown in a snaffle bit, using two hands. Patterns are mandatory-Railwork is at judges discretion.  Patterns will be for-
mulated by the judge with careful attention to time restrictions.  Patterns should be posted at least one (1) hour before 
the class begins.   

12. English Equitation:  This class is judged on the ability of the exhibitor to ride properly Huntseat or Saddleseat.  Exhib-
itors should be attired correctly for their breed and style of riding maintaining a neat and clean well-turned out appear-
ance.  At the trot, the rider should know and use proper diagonals.  At the canter, a close seat is desired, moving easily 
with Huntseat exhibitors, and off-side bit placement for Saddleseat exhibitors.  Patterns are mandatory-Railwork is at 
judges discretion.  Patterns will be formulated by the judge with careful attention to time restrictions.  Patterns should 
be posted at least one (1) hour before the class begins. 

13. Driving Cones (timed events):  Exhibitors may wear standard show attire, with a strong consideration to safety.  Keep-
ing this in mind, we are requiring that all speed class exhibitors, including the driving segment - exhibitors must wear 
ASTM-SEI  helmets while competing.  Whips may be used but not excessively or you may be disqualified.  Exhibitors 
must walk their horses/ponies into the arena, wait for gate closure, and then commence race.  Failure to start in this 
manner can result in disqualification.  After racing, the exhibitors must bring their horses/ponies back to walk before 
exiting arena. 
Class set-up & protocol - Barrel Pattern: 
A. Cones will be set up in a triangular pattern with the first two cones at least 20 feet from the timer.  Cones A and B 

shall be at least twenty feet apart, and a distance of 35 feet from C. 
B. Cones may be of plastic material or large cones, as long as they are not prone to tip. 
C. Gate must be shut as soon as exhibitor enters, and must remain shut until horse or pony is brought to a walk and can 

exit at a walk. 
D. The knocking down of a single cone adds 5 seconds to the time, and doing cones out of order or going dramatically 

off course can result in disqualification.  Knocking down more than one cone can result in disqualification as well. 
E. Driver must indicate before starting which direction pattern will be run - pointing is acceptable, as well as com-

municating choice to ring steward. 
Class set-up & protocol - Cones (Pole Bending Pattern): 
A. 4 Cones will be set up in a pattern similar to pole bending pattern, with possible additional space between them - at 

least 30 feet and first cone should be at least 20 feet from timer. 
B. Cones need to be a standard size and shape throughout the pattern.  Plastic or rubber cones are acceptable. 
C. Gate must be shut as soon as exhibitor enters, and must remain shut until horse or pony is brought to a walk and can 

exit at a walk. 
D. The knocking down of a single cone adds 5 seconds to the time, and doing cones out of order or going dramatically 

off course can result in disqualification.  Knocking down more than one cone can result in disqualification as well. 
E. Driver must indicate before starting which direction pattern will be run - pointing is acceptable, as well as com-

municating choice to ring steward. 
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General Rules (Continued) 
 
CLASSES (Continued) 
14. Ranch Horse:  A horse could be shown at three gaits, depending on the class - the walk, jog and lope.  They will also 

be asked to reverse away from the rail, to stop and to back.  The judge may ask for an extended gait.  Extended jog 
may be ridden by sitting in the saddle, posting or standing in the stirrups.  Descriptions:  A superior ranch riding horse 
has a free-flowing stride of reasonable length in keeping with his conformation and covering a reasonable amount of 
ground with little effort.  Ideally, the horse should have a balanced, flowing motion, while exhibiting correct gait with 
proper cadence and rhythm.  The quality of the movement and consistency of the gaits is a major consideration.  Ex-
hibitor should not be penalized for picking up reins or moving horses body if horse is soft, willing and free of re-
sistance but should receive credit.  Horse should be credited for softness when picking up through transitions, depar-
tures, stops and back-ups.  (This should not be confused with constant pulling and jerking around the arena as this 
shall be faulted according to severity).  A willing horse will not ring their tail, or be blatantly disobedient to the rider’s 
cues or demands.  The horse should drive off his hind quarters using it as a driving force for his body.  The horse 
should not carry his head behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be excessively nosed out, giv-
ing the appearance of resistance.  The horse should have a bright expression with his ears alert; and should be manner-
ly without the appearance of a dull, sullen, lethargic, drawn or an overly tired attitude.  The horse should be shown on 
a reasonable loose rein, but with light contact and control.  The horse should be responsive, yet smooth, in transitions 
when called for.  When asked to extend, the horse should move out with the same flowing motion.  Maximum credit 
should be given to the horse that has a flowing stride, is balanced, and that gives the appearance of being willing, fit, 
alert and a pleasure to ride while possessing great athletic ability and agility. 
A. This class will be judged on the performance, athletic ability, condition and conformation of the horse. 
B. Horses must work both directions of the ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their ability with both leads.  At the 

option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, jog and lope, one or both ways of the ring.  The ex-
tended jog is a definite two-beat lengthening of the stride, covering more ground.  Cadence and balance with 
smoothness are more essential than speed.  Passing is permissible and should not be penalized as long as the horse 
maintains a proper and even cadence and rhythm.  Horses are required to back easily and stand quietly. 

C. Horses are to be reversed to the inside (away from the rail).  They may be required to reverse at the walk or jog at 
the discretion of the judge, but shall not be asked to reverse at the lope. 

D. Judge may ask for additional and individual(s) work of the same nature from any horse. 
E. Rider shall not be required to dismount except in the event the judge wishes to check equipment. 
F. Horses are to be shown at a walk, jog and lope on a reasonably loose rein or light contact without undue restraint. 
G. Faults to be scored according to severity: 

 Excessive speed (any gait) 
 Being on the wrong lead - overly canted at the lope (haunches into center) 
 Breaking gait (including not walking when called for) 
 Excessive slowness in any gait, loss of forward momentum (resulting in an animated and/or artificial gait at 

the lope) 
 Failure to take the appropriate gait when called for (during transitions, excessive delay will be penalized) 
 Head carriage too high or low (in keeping with horses conformation) 
 Overflexing or straining neck in carriage so that the nose is behind the vertical 
 Excessive nosing out - excessive head bobbing 
 Opening/gapping mouth excessively 
 Stumbling - quick, choppy or pony strided 
 Use of spur in front of the cinch 
 If horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or overly tired. 

 
 


